I j O                        HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS.
in the year 1523, the first German treatise on Algebra under the title, " Eyn new kunstlich behend vndgewiss Rechenbilchlin \ vff alle Kauffmannschafft. Nach Ge~ rneynen Regeln de tre. Welschen practic. Regeln falsi. Etlichen Regeln Cosse . . Buchhalten . . Visier Ruthen zu machen." Adam Riese, who had published his Arithmetic in 1518, completed in 1524 the manuscript of the Coss; but it remained in manuscript and was not found until 1855 in Marienberg. The Coss published by Chris toff Rudolff in 1525 in Strassburg met with universal favor. This work, which is provided with many examples, all completely solved, is described in the following words:
1' B eh end vnd Hfibsch Rechnung durch die kunstreichen re-geln Algebre | so gemeinicklich die Coss genennt werden. Darinnen alles so treulich an Tag geben [ das auch allein ausz vleissigem Lesen on alien mtindtliche vnterricht mag begriffen werden. Hind-angesetzt die meinung aller dere | so bisher vil vngegrUndten regeln angehangen. Einem jeden liebhaber diser kunst lustig vnd ergetz-lich Zusamen bracht durch Christoffen Rudolff von Jawer."*
The principal work of the German Coss is Michael StifePs Arithmetica, Integra, published in Nuremberg in 1544. In this book, besides the more common operations of arithmetic, not only are irrational quantities treated at length, but there are also to be found appli-
*A translation would read somewhat as follows: "Rapid and neat computation by means of the ingenious rules of algebra, commonly designated the Coss. Wherein are faithfully elucidated all things in such wise that they may be comprehended from diligent reading alone, without any oral instruction whatsoever. In disregard of the opinions of all those who hitherto havp